[Nontuberculous mycobacterial lung infections].
Diagnosis of nontuberculous mycobacterial infection, which most often cause pulmonary disease, are increasing. Only a few of the numerous mycobacteria species are clearly pathogenic. Patients, either immunocompetent or immunocompromised, with orwithout underlying disease, are contaminated from the environment. Diagnosis, according to standardized criteria, is based on clinical picture, radiological exams and positive microbiological samples, usually on more than one occasion (slow growing culture and PCR). There are several typical presentations, such as tuberculosis-like disease and lung nodules associated with bronchiectasis. Treatment combines several antimicrobials, is long (occasionally more than one year) and is not always successful.